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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Agenda 

Tuesday, October 3, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Cheri Vaughn Colleen Knight 
Katherine Couch Mark Everett 

Geraldine McKinley William Kenner 
Karen Mann 

 
Members Absent 

All members present 
 

Others Present 
John Rodman, Planning Director 
Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 

 
 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
 A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff.  Mark Everett stated that Karen Mann was not present at that time but 
would be coming in later. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A.  Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Ms. Vickie Pfahler for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a 
6-foot decorative metal fence in the back of the property located at 419 East Main Street. 
 
Emily Rebert stated that the property owners were not present; they are from out of town.  She 
explained that this was something that went before the Commission a few months ago and she 
included the previous approved information in their agenda packets.  Ms. Rebert stated that rather 
than doing the 6ft wooden fence they are requesting permission to do a 6ft metal decorative 
fence.   
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The Chairman opened the floor.  Seeing none he brought it back to the table. 
 
Market Everett stated again that this is a request that the Commission discussed a few months ago 
and had some discussion about the fence material and ultimately decided to approve the wooden 
fence.  He stated that apparently the owner has decided to go with metal instead.  Geraldine 
McKinley stated that she thought the proposed metal fence was wonderful.  She stated that she 
like the metal instead of the wooden, especially since they are trying to get away from the solid 
wooden fences.  William Kenner stated that the owner has done a very nice job with the property.  
 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Vickie Pfahler to install a 6-foot 
decorative metal fence in the back of the property located at 419 East Main Street.  This motion is 
based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.6 Fences and Walls.  Colleen 
Knight seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  It was a 6-0 vote with Karen Mann not being 
present for the vote. 
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Walker Lynch for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
renovate the structure located at the corner of Market and Third Street. 
 
Walker Lynch came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that they are planning to renovate the 
structure located at the corner of Market and Third Street.  Mark Everett asked when the building 
was constructed.  Emily Rebert stated that it was built in 1954.  Mark Everett then went through 
the proposed renovation and Mr. Lynch answered questions about the new design. 
 
Cherri Vaughn made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Walker Lynch to rehab the existing building located 
at 307 North Market Street.  The rehab will include the front elevation (west), the south and the 
east elevations.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 
3.0 Existing Buildings Subsection 3.4 Windows and Doors, and Subsection 3.7 Storefronts.  
Geraldine McKinley seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.   A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 314 East Second Street to repair the existing fence using like materials in the back yard 
of the property. 
 
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 219 East Third Street to remove the existing chain link fence run on the east side of the 
property. 
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3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 713 West Second Street to repair the existing gutters using like materials on the 
property. 
 
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
owner of 118 Charlotte Street to replace rotting boards in the siding with like materials on the 
front façade of the property. 
 
Karen Mann made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Her motion was seconded by 
Kathleen Couch and all voted in favor. 
 

VI. Other Business 
 
Bobby Roberson, City Manager, spoke to the Commission about some of the current issues in the Historic 
District. 
 
Franz Holscher, City Attorney, spoke to the City Council about some legal aspects and situations that 
have come up and was asked by the Council to speak to the Commission about the Historic District losing 
its nomination/designation.  He stated that he researched the statement and he explained his findings to 
the Commission.  He stated that in his research he found that the only way the district could be removed 
is if someone submitted a formal petition for the district to be removed.  He then explained the process if 
someone was to submit a petition and explained that it is possible for the State Historic Office to petition 
and start that process.  He spoke more in depth about who designated a district and who can take that 
away.  He also talked about individual homes and how the State designates them as contributing and non-
contributing and how that does not affect the historic designation.  Mr. Holscher and the Commission 
discussed his findings and Mr. Holscher answered questions. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward and spoke about the hard work that was put in to develop the Historic 
Guidelines.  She also explained why the guidelines are enforced.  Ms. Congleton then spoke about the 
condition of the district before the guidelines were implemented and the improvement of certain areas 
once they were.  Ms. Congleton spoke about the use of alternative materials and how it could cause a 
home to be delisted.  She then stated that unfortunately there are members on the City Council that do not 
support historic preservation. 
 
Robert Sands came forward and explained that his non-profit had recently purchased a home in the 
district.  He stated that they are doing their best to rehabilitate and restore that home by the guidelines.  
Mr. Sans stated that as long as the Commission is authentic and has a commitment to preservation; their 
decisions will be better accepted by the community/district.  He stated that as long as the Commission is 
transparent in their decisions and how they base their decision, the Commission serves its purpose for the 
residents in the Historic District.  He stated that he felt the Commission has done a good job at being 
consistent.  Mr. Sans stated that he felt in some ways some of the residents in the district do not 
understand how things are derived and the reasoning for some decisions.  He stated that knowing why 
someone can or cannot do something is very important.  He stated that better informing of the district will 
help the Commission in their decision making process.    
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Virginia Finnerty came forward and spoke as a private citizen and a member of the district.  She stated 
that she lives in the district and has invested in the district.  She stated that it is very important to her that 
the District is successful and does well.  She stated that it worries her that it is easier for an individual to 
tear down a structure then it is for them to fix it.  She stated that she is worried that if they stay on this 
path people will opt to let their properties go to waste.   
 
William Kenner stated that it is unfortunate that it is easier to let a house go and have it torn down.  He 
stated that it does happen.  Mr. Kenner stated that is a Council issue. 
 
Emily Rebert explained that Washington is currently in an active nomination update.  She stated that the 
State Historic Office is in the process of adding some contributing structures that were built in the 
1950s/60s and removing others that have been compromised.   
 
Mark Everett stated that the Commission has seen a lot of challenges with the windows and the siding 
issues and some miscommunications about what was and wasn’t allowable under the guidelines.  He 
stated that they have been in the process of trying to update some aspects of the guidelines.  Mr. Everett 
stated that they do have the Demolition by Neglect ordinance that he feels has been very successful in 
getting some of the problem property whipped into shape.  He stated that the message was clear and they 
need to be consistent, so they can either be consistent with the current guidelines or they can potentially 
revisit the guidelines and look at areas the need to be updated.  Karen Mann stated that she has lived in 
the Historic District for a very long time and remembers a time when the Commission was disbanded 
because of such strict adherence to the guidelines that people couldn’t afford to improve their houses.  
She stated that number one they need to use common sense and they should not be so restrictive that 
nobody wants to buy anything in the Historic District because the guidelines are so strict.  She then stated 
that the reason they have a Historic District is because it has been preserved and she feels it is a heavy 
mantle.  She stated that it is hard to sit on the Commission and make decisions.  She stated that she does 
not enjoying telling a home owner that they can’t do something to their own property, but the 
Commission has a responsibility.  She stated that she felt everyone is trying to be consistent with their 
decisions.  As a Commission member and a homeowner in the district Ms. Mann stated that she does 
understand that there are two sides.  Mark Everett stated one thing that he felt they would improve on is to 
be more informative to the citizens in the Historic District and be more engaging.   
  
VII. Approval of Minutes – September 5, 2017 
Karen Mann made a motion to accept the minutes.  Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Kathleen Couch made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by 
Colleen Knight. 

 


